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Again we close a volume, this time the tenth. Experience 
has demonstrated the wisdom of the change made, one year 
ago, in the form and scope of the Student. The year has 
been one of peculiar trials. Difficulties and discouragements, 
seemingly almost insuperable, have arisen, but they have been 
overcome. We believe, more firmly than ever, that the jour- 
nal has a mission. We see, more clearly than ever, the specific 
character of this mission. We ask, in our work, the help of 
friends, and the guidance of God. 



It is not often that so many courses of instruction are 
offered in distinctly biblical subjects as at Chautauqua during 
the coming season (July 5th-August 16th) in the schools con- 
ducted conjointly by the Chautauqua Assembly and the 
American Institute of Sacred Literature: (1) Three Special 
English Bible Schools for (a) members of the Young People's 
Society of Christian Endeavor, of the Epworth League, of 
St. Andrew's Brotherhood (July 5th-i8th); (b) College Stud- 
ents (July 1 9th- August 1 st), in the management of which 
the International Y. M. C. A. Committee also shares; (c) Bible 
Teachers (August 2nd-i 5th) ; (2) Three General English Bible 
Schools held at the same date ; (3) Two Schools of Hebrew, 
each of three weeks, beginning July 5 th and 26th ; (4) Two 
Schools of New Testament Greek (same dates); (5) Two 
Schools for the Semitic Languages and Ancient Versions. 
In all, sixty different courses of study are offered during the 
six weeks. The names of Ballantine, Batten, Broadus, Burn- 
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ham, Horswell, McClenahan, Vincent and Weidner, are 
sufficiently well known to indicate, without further remark, 
the character of the instruction. The attention of the twelve 
to fifteen thousand Bible students who read the Student is 
invited to the full programme of Summer Instruction provided 
by the Institute of Sacred Literature, which is printed in this 
number of the Student. 



Some one has remarked that the difference between the 
Bible and books on morality consists, in one respect at least, 
in its method. It does not merely say, " Do this and that." 
It embodies its precepts in life. It adds to the command the 
example ; it exhibits the command in the example. It says, 
1 ' Behold here is a man ; follow him through the many events 
of his life, observe his conduct and actions ; and, above all, 
observe that he does these things, and does not merely give 
forth oracular dicta as to how they should be done." It is the 
life of David, as told so simply in the Scriptures, and as re- 
vealed so pathetically in his songs, that has touched the heart 
of humanity. It was in the God-man, in His life of self-deny- 
ing effort and His death of shame, that men have read most 
clearly the message of God, and have been most powerfully 
moved to yield to the truth. We cannot but admire the 
heavenly wisdom which made known the precious truth of 
divine revelation through the lives of the men of old, and has 
enshrined it for ever in the Book of history known as the Bible. 



Legal science has not always been willing to acknowledge 
its indebtedness to the Bible. Those who are acquainted with 
the facts know that the development of the ideas of right, and 
the expression of them in principles and laws, are dependent 
on the Bible as their source and constant inspiration. Chief 
Justice Paxon of Pennsylvania delivered not long ago an ad- 
dress to the law students of the university on the Mosaic 
Legislation. In emphasizing the necessity of studying the 
sources of law he said : ' ' There are many who deem it suffi- 
cient to go back to the common law. The deep fountains of 
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the law lie back of all these, and if we would reach them, 
understand them, and drink of their pure waters, we must go 
far down through the shifting sands of the common law to a 
period anterior thereto, and before the judges were born 
whose luminous decisions formulated and gave it body and 
substance. In order to do this, permit me to recommend to 
your careful study a book which I fear is too much neglected 
by our profession. I refer to the Bible." 



What does it mean that the English version of the Bible 
has profoundly influenced the form and contents of our lan- 
guage, and that Luther's Bible has had a similar effect in 
Germany? The fact is a common place, but do we appreciate 
all that is contained in it? Language is the expression of 
thought, and is moulded by it. That the biblical forms of 
expression have entered into our speech means that the spirit 
of the Bible is, all unrecognized by us, permeating our lan- 
guage. They prepare the way for the influence of the bibli- 
cal thought upon our lives. The words and phrases of the 
Scripture, taken from their connections, still glow with the 
light, and breathe the spirit, of their source. One cannot 
estimate the power of this indirect influence of the English 
Bible not only upon the course of individual life, but also 
upon the development of philosophical and religious ideas and 
systems. The words furnish, as it were, moulds for the 
thought, or are its vestments, in which it is assimilated to 
them, becoming modified and heightened by that connection. 
Biblical language, wherever it goes, carries with it the sug- 
gestion of biblical truth. 



We are always ready to publish a remonstrance. If the 
Student, editorially, has taken a wrong position, we trust 
that the constituency of the journal will not be slow to point 
it out. We, therefore, publish the following : — 

Mr. Editor: — In a recent number of the Old and New Testament Student 
occurs an editorial commentary on the words, " Does the Bible attract or 
repel ?" Of the article as such — its intent, spirit and purpose — I have only- 
praise. In the discussion of the question there is stated a fact — that much of 
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the practical rejection of the Bible comes from " inconsistent and distorted re- 
presentations of it." True without a doubt. 

But what we readers of the Student want is, to know who misrepresent, — 
who distort the Bible ? Do you ? do I ? does he ? How shall I know who these 
false teachers are? As one reads that paragraph, he admits the truth of the 
statement, but says " it is the other fellow who distorts." 

Can a journal of the character and scope of the Student leave us in doubt as 
to who these false teachers are ? 

If it be improper to name these false teachers, could not the Student point 
out what constitutes the false teaching, in order that by contrast the false 
would be suggested. Or more directly, will you not state in plain terms what 
is inconsistent, distorted, erroneous teaching. 

Is it false to say that the Bible is the Word of God, is inspired ; that Jesus 
Christ is the Son of God, equal with the Father ; that His atonement for sin 
alone forms the ground for pardon and heaven ? Or is this or that interpreta- 
tion of these doctrines, the false and distorted thing complained of? I might 
continue, but this will discover the difficulty — "What is that distorted, erron- 
eous teaching ?" 

I certainly believe with you, Mr. Editor, that men ought to be brought to the 
Bible, rather than to any one's interpretation of it ; to Jesus, rather than to any 
one's notions about Him. How shall we bring them ? 

P. C. Johnson. 

The question asked is, confessedly, a broad one. The 
naming of "false teachers" would not answer the ques- 
tion, even if it were a proper thing to name them. The 
only thing possible is to indicate two or three lines of thought, 
which, perhaps, may lead one to an answer. 

(i) One who has read the Student editorials of the last two 
or three years ought to have, at least, a general idea of the 
kind of Bible teaching which the journal would term ' ' incon- 
sistent and distorted." From these it certainly could not be 
inferred that the journal regards as false the teaching ' ' that 
the Bible is inspired, that Jesus Christ is the Son of God, 
equal to the Father, that His atonement for sin alone forms 
the ground for pardon." 

(2) There prevails very widely a mechanical, superficial 
(though regarded by those who hold it as very deep) view of 
the contents of the Bible and the relation of those contents to 
Christian life, which, in our opinion, is most pernicious in its 
effect. The Bible is a sacred object to be worshipped ; its 
very letter has been handed down from heaven by the finger 
of God ; it has little or no connection with human history, 
with even Israelitish history ; the words found in Genesis are 
as "big" with meaning as are the words of the Saviour; the 
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tabernacle, with all its furniture, and the ritual worship, are 
in every detail prefigurative of something connected with the 
Christ; prophecy is prediction, the prophet writing not for 
his own people, but for those who were to live a thousand 
years later ; if you would know how to act in a given emer- 
gency, open the Bible at random, and the verse upon which 
your eye first rests will guide you aright ; every individual 
verse, without reference to context, is in itself complete ; etc. , 
etc. This is not caricature. Such a conception, we say, is 
antagonistic to any effort looking toward the bringing of men 
to the Bible. It is a " distorted" conception. 

(3) The inconsistency referred to is not far away. There 
are a few who preach this conception and really believe it to 
be true ; who study the Bible from this point of view and 
really "worship" it; who regard it as a talisman, and when 
decisions must be made, use it, where another would toss up a 
penny. This is consistent. But by far the greater number 
who preach this conception practice something quite different, 
(a) Every word is divine, a special message directly from the 
Almighty to a perishing world, — and yet nine-tenths of it 
they have not and will not read, for it is too dull, (b) The 
history which it contains is one long series of supernatural 
events, worked by the Divine hand, not so much for Israel as 
for the generations yet to be born, — and yet of this history 
(with the exception of a few of the more striking stories 
learned in childhood) they are totally and lamentably ignor- 
ant, (c) "Until Shiloh come" is a distinct and definite 
reference to the coming of Christ, — yet of the great and 
fundamental teachings of the Hexateuch, the great and uni- 
versal problems of the wisdom literature, they have never 
dreamed. (d) The "red," "blue," and "purple," are 
strangely significant all through the Scriptures, the numbers 
"three," "seven," "forty," etc., contain hidden in them all 
truth, — and yet of the simplest principles of interpretation, 
common to all speech, not to speak of those which have ex- 
clusive application in work upon the Bible, they have never 
heard, (e) Every word uttered by a prophet was a prediction, 
the knowledge of the same being furnished directly from 
above, — and yet nine chapters of ten in all the prophetic 
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literature are as "strange" to them as so many Suras of the 
Kuran, and the tenth obtains a meaning only by wresting it 
from its context and assigning to it a sense which would be 
accepted neither by God, by the man who spoke it, nor by the 
people who heard it spoken, (f) The Psalms were written by 
or for David, not with any reference to the times of David, but 
for the future, — and yet the change would hardly be recog- 
nized if twenty Accadian Psalms were substituted for an equal 
number of Davidic Psalms. This policy, which preaches one 
thing, and practices another ; which builds a conception upon 
facts which cannot be found, and is too sluggish to ascertain 
the facts that exist; which is blind to the truth, or, at heart, 
dishonest, — this policy is responsible for a large share of the 
skepticism of which the world is so full to-day. 



